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This talk will cover.....

• Defra cuts and the need for independent 

expertise and advice

• Europe and the upcoming in/out referendum

• ‘New’ ways of thinking about nature
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Investing in expertise, guidance 

and regulation
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The In/Out referendum
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‘New’ ways of thinking about 

nature
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Food for thought.......

• How well does current marine conservation policy and 

practice align with the wellbeing agenda? Is the evidence for 

the former better on land than at sea, and is this something 

that should be addressed?

• Likewise for the natural capital agenda – how confident are 

we with the evidence base to support a natural-capital led 

approach to managing and recovering our seas? If not, who 

should address this?

• What would leaving Europe mean to nature conservation and 

business? 

• How can we ensure that government policy continues to be 

evidence based with reduced investment in independent 

nature conservation advisors?


