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There was no significant change between 1993 and 2000 in the area of Modiolus habitat coverage;
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The changes in the mean (+ SE) number of M. modiolus
from 1970 to 2010 (years) at four sites (Bird Island
Passage, Black Rocks, Long Sheelah and West Round
Island Passage) in Strangford Lough. The number of
quadrats varied through time (1975 n = 17, 2003 n = 26,
2010 n = 30).
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Summary Biotope Complex ] m
CR.HCR.FaT 5875
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Summary Biotope Complex mm
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’P'hotGgTaphs showmg a) Sea pens Virgularia mirabilis on subtidal mud b) common tower shell Turritella -
~ communis and anemone) seagrass Zostera marina bed d) Dublin bay prawn Nephrops norvegicuse)

burrowing anemone Cerianthus lloydii, elegant anemone Sagartia elegans and sponge Suberites ficus f) —
light bulb sea squirt Clavelina lepadiformis, sea squirt, sponge
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6.3 Judging the condition of features
The following categories will be used to describe the condition of interest features:
= Favourable - maintained.

An interest feature should be recorded as maintained when its conservation objectives were being met at the previous
assessment, and are still being met.

* Favourable - recovered.
: An interest feature can be recorded as having recovered If it has regained favourable condition, having been recorded
" as unfavourable on the previous assessment.

* Unfavourable - recovering.

An interest feature can be recorded as recovenng after damage if it has begun to show, or is continuing to show, a
trend towards favourable condition.

= Unfavourable - no change.

An interest feature may be retained in a more-or-less steady state by repeated or continuing damage; it is
unfavourable but neither declining or recovering. In rare cases, an interest feature might not be able to regain its
original condition following a damaging activity, but a new stable state might be achieved.

= Unfavourable - declining.

Decline is another possible consequence of a damaging activity. In this case, recovery is possible and may occur
either spontaneously or if suitable management input i1s made.

= Partially destroyed.

It s possible to destroy sections or areas of certain features or to destroy parts of sites with no hope of reinstatement
because part of the feature itself, or the habitat or processes essential to support it, has been removed or irretrievably
altered.

= Destroyed.

The recording of a feature as destroyed will indicate the entire interest feature has been affected to such an extent
that there is no hope of recovery, perhaps because its supporting habitat or processes have been removed or
irretrievably altered.
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