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 The Isle of Man is the only entire jurisdiction designated 

as a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve

 The Isle of Man now protects 52% of inshore waters in 

Marine Nature Reserves, ensuring a future for eelgrass 

meadows, horse mussel reefs and maerl beds.

 The network includes highly protected areas and an 

innovative fisheries zone where fishermen do the 

science and management.

 Decades of science, fishing industry engagement, 

partnership working and wider community involvement 

have resulted in a good level of stakeholder support.



To achieve long term progress in marine 

conservation:

Actively engage as many people as possible

Be flexible

Be patient

Be optimistic

Be creative





The Manx Marine Nature Reserve Project 2008-2011 
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Developing the Zoning Plan with Stakeholders - 2011



Ramsey Marine Nature Reserve



Fisheries co-management in Ramsey Bay
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“Everyone an artist,  everyone a scientist.”

Ramsey Marine Nature Reserve Fun Palace



Our Network

 In the OSPAR 

network

 Zoning – next steps

 3-12 nm

 Blue Carbon



Beach Buddies

Photos: Bill Dale



Other marine conservation action
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 686 UNESCO Biosphere Reserves in 122 Countries

 Home to 250 million people



UNESCO Biosphere Isle of Man
164  partners
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