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Reducing Plastic Pollution: Strategic Objectives

• Demonstrate we are an ‘exemplar’ 
organisation.

• Work collaboratively with Defra, 
BEIS and other partners to establish 
a coherent policy and regulatory 
framework based on sound science 
and practical effective interventions.

• Support others, NGO’s, businesses 
and communities, to take initiatives 
to reduce plastics reaching the sea 
and contribute to a better 
understanding of the impact of 
plastics on the environment. 
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Reducing Plastics through a 7 point plan 

1. Expand our Evidence Base 

2. Circular Economy 

3. Increased Use of Waste Powers & 
New Waste Legislation 

4. Micro-plastics in the Water 
Environment

5. Plastics in the Supply Chain 

6. Public Awareness

7. Working with Others.
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The Plastics and Sustainability Team 

• Seek opportunities within the 
Environment Agency 

• Increase collaboration within 
communities

• Outreach and engagement

• Support businesses to reduce 
plastic waste 

• Inspire young people to engage 
with STEM subjects
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Working within the Environment Agency 



Plastic Champions Network 
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Plastic Pollution School Workshops 
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Community Collaboration – Community Toolbox 

• Share resources and 
experiences

• Avoid duplicated effort 

• Communicate new scientific 
evidence

• Create resources to reduce 
confusion and misconceptions

• Devon, Lancashire and Wessex 
so far… 

Avoid   Reduce   Reuse   Recycle 
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Outreach and Engagement 
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International Scientific Engagement 
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Supporting Businesses - Plastics in Agriculture 

• Guidance for farmers

• Agricultural college  lecture 
material
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Supporting Businesses – Harbour Masters and 
Fishing Industry 

• Project area at Brixham
Harbour, Devon

• Explore challenges and 
opportunities

• Work with Harbour 
Masters and Fishermen

• Evaluate circular 
economy opportunities 
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Engaging the Next Generation with 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths 
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What next?
Preventing Plastic Pollution 
Project  2020-2022
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WP 4 Enabling Transformational 

Change - From First Use to End of 

Life

Using the Catchment Based Approach 

to transform plastic use 

Business and Retail 

(including maritime industries)

Tourism and Leisure

(including beaches and sport)

The next generation - Schools & 

Communities

Transforming Future Government 

Regulation of plastics

Transferable Approach

WP1 Management

WP 2 Understanding Plastic 

Pollution – From Source to Sea 

Developing a standardised approach for 

identifying, measuring and evidencing 

reductions in plastic pollution

Identifying risk

Catchment Surveying & Sampling

Collected Plastics Analysis 

Assessing ecological impacts

Developing Transferable Tool

Catchment Plastic Modelling Tool / GIS 

Risk Mapping

WP 3 Reducing & 

Removing the Legacy of 

Plastic Pollution 

Testing novel interventions 

to Control the Flow of Plastics 

into Catchments 

Remove plastic pollution 

from beaches, rivers and 

waterways

Reduce plastic pollution

From communities, agriculture 

and industry



Interreg Project Area:  
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Further information: Jessica.Hickie@environment-agency.gov.uk

Preventing Plastic Pollution Interreg Project Website

(launching February 2020): www.preventingplasticpollution.com

Thank you 

mailto:Jessica.Hickie@environment-agency.gov.uk
http://www.preventingplasticpollution.com/

