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Marine Planning in England



What have we done to date

2014 2018 2021 2023202020172009 2011 2024

2nd South Report 

and 1st Report for 

the NE, NW, SE 

and SW Marine 

Plans



Where we are going and what we need

• New East Marine Plan

• Spatial prescription and 

prioritisation 

• Getting ready for Marine Net 

Gain

• Reviewing licensing for 

restoration

• Changing seas and species

• Supporting biodiversity 

alongside development

 



Where we are going and what we need!



Thank you and getting involved
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Changing Fortunes at the Coast
Introducing Coastal Habitat Stewardship Options

Marina Pugh
Senior Specialist Coastal Habitats 
Natural England 

Slide credits: Lily Booth, Oli Burns & Becky McAllister (Environment Agency) and Lu Webb (Natural England) 



Where are we heading?  EIP (2023)
• Restore 75% of terrestrial and freshwater Protected Sites to Favourable Condition by 2042.
• Halt the decline in species abundance by 2030, and then increase abundance by at least 10% to exceed 2022 levels 

by 2042.
• Restore or create > 500,000 ha of wildlife-rich habitat by 2042, alongside our international commitment to protect 

30% of our land and ocean by 2030.
• Restore 75% of our water bodies to good ecological status.
• Reduce N, P and S from agriculture to the water environment by 10% by 31 January 2028
• Interim: restore or create 140,000 ha of a range of wildlife-rich habitats outside protected sites by 31 January 2028, 

compared to 2022 levels.
• All SSSIs to have an up-to date condition assessment; and for 50% of SSSIs to have actions on track to achieve 

favourable condition by 31 January 2028.
• For 70% of designated features in Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) to be in Favourable Condition by 2042 with the 

remainder in recovering condition, with a new interim target of 48% of designated features to be in favourable 
condition by 31 January 2028, in line with the trajectory required to achieve the long-term target

• Double the no of Natural Flood Management (NFM) projects.
• Implement mandatory BNG from Jan 2024 for most developments planned for 2025
• Through ReMeMaRe - 480 ha Compensatory inter tidal habitat restoration to be delivered by 2027
• National Adaptation Pathway (NAP) targets



Environmental Land Management 
The Sustainable Farming Incentive focuses on making agricultural 
activities more sustainable and will pay for actions that all farmers 
can choose to take.

Countryside Stewardship will pay for more targeted actions 
relating to specific locations, features and habitats. There will be 
premium payments for high priority actions that deliver the greatest 
environmental benefits.

Landscape Recovery will pay landowners or managers who 
want to take a more radical and large-scale approach to producing 
environmental and climate outcomes through land use change and 
habitat and ecosystem restoration.

The intended outcomes for these schemes include:

• bringing soil under sustainable management

• reducing agricultural emissions

• woodland creation

• halting the decline in species

• reducing the main agricultural pollutants that enter 
watercourses

• restoration of rivers, lakes and other freshwater habitats



ELM at the Coast – what`s changed?

We are improving the existing offer by:

• introducing a new action to manage and restore maritime cliffs and slopes

• splitting the existing into separate actions for managing and restoring sand dunes and vegetated shingle 
to make it clearer which action to do and simplify the actions

• simplifying and updating payment rates for making space for new coastal habitat.

• expanding eligibility for creating intertidal and saline habitat

• expanding eligibility for the coastal vegetation supplement so it can be used with all coastal habitat 
actions

Existing capital items will continue to be available, e.g. to plan and undertake major works to support 
priority habitats. 
In addition, we are scoping the viability to introduce a new capital item for fenceless grazing.



Coastal sand dunes - £620 
per ha per year

Manage and restore habitat actions
• Coastal habitats are restored and kept in good condition while allowing natural processes to 

function
• 5-year agreement

Coastal saltmarsh - £483 / £724 
per hectare per year

Coastal vegetated shingle - £583 
per ha per year



Creating intertidal and saline habitat
• Payment for natural reversion of terrestrial / freshwater habitats to saline (e.g. by breach)
• Updated rate of £494 per ha per year
• 20year agreement

Intertidal and saline habitats are created, with transition areas between saltmarsh and neighbouring habitats following 
managed/unmanaged breach or overtopping of flood defences
• On arable land - £812 per ha per year
• On intensive grassland - £494 per ha per year
• By non-intervention - £494 per ha per year



Restoring clifftop habitats
Example: Covehithe, Suffolk

Maritime cliff and slope habitat is restored and kept in good 
condition through appropriate management and allowing 
natural processes to function
• 5-year agreement
• £791 per ha per year



30

New option: Make space for new coastal habitat

Natural coastal processes are restored to create and 
maintain long-term coastal habitat on land next to existing 
priority coastal habitat (including sand dunes, vegetated 
shingle and maritime cliffs and slopes)
• 20-year agreement
• £773 per ha per year

Washover fans 
(lobes of sediment 
moved landwards 

by waves) 



How could the new CS options be applied?
Promote change in land management at cliff top, moving away from intensive arable in favour of restoring natural habitat



Further announcements
Summer 2024
More information on this year’s Countryside Stewardship Higher Tier offer will be published setting out:
•who is eligible
•how to apply and request specialist advice for Higher Tier actions
•details of each Higher Tier action available to apply for

If eligible to apply for Higher Tier actions, applicants may need specialist advice before they start their 
application, which will normally be provided through Natural England or Forestry Commission. 
Applicants may need additional advice from Historic England or the Environment Agency.  

Later this summer 
Applicants will be able to start working with Natural England or Forestry Commission to prepare to apply. 
This includes any feasibility studies or plans you may need to complete.

Winter 2024
Applicants will be able to submit an online application for Higher Tier this winter, with the first agreements 
starting from early 2025.

Applications will then stay open throughout the year, so applicants can choose when to apply. 
Agreements will normally start the month after your application is approved.

https://defrafarming.blog.gov.uk/subscribe/

https://defrafarming.blog.gov.uk/subscribe/


Slide credits: Lily Booth, Oli Burns & Becky McAllister (Environment Agency) and Lu Webb (Natural England) 

Thank you 
www.defrafarming.blog.gov.uk/subscribe
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Solent Seascape 
Project

Rosalie Wright

Solent Seascape Project Co-ordinator

rosalie@bluemarinefoundation.com  

Trialling Sustainable Financing Mechanisms for 

Seascape-scale Restoration 

Credit: Theo Vickers, Paul Adams



Overview

• Our Vision

• The Project

• Policy & Finance

• PV Nature

• Monitoring

• Challenges & Opportunities

01

02

03

04

05

06

Credit: Theo Vickers



Our long-term vision* is to protect and restore the Solent, 

tipping the balance of the Solent seascape from a degraded 

state to a naturally expanding, connected and productive 

ecosystem. 

Our Vision

Credit: Shaun Roster





4. Policy & Finance

Deliver case studies and engage with 

decision-makers to improve restoration 

licensing processes.

Policy Barriers

Develop a stacked credit / certificate 

scheme for biodiversity, carbon and 

nutrient benefits.

Sustainable Finance

Credit: Shaun Roster



60%

Plan Vivo

Cert i f icat ion body for:  

• PV Cl imate and

• Plan Vivo Biodivers i ty  Standard (PV 

Nature)

to  local  communit ies

PV Nature cert i f icates:

• Non-offsett ing 

• Community-focused

• Third-party  verif ied



Monitoring



Challenges

Methodology development 

& cost

Benefit sharing

Policy barriers

Consistent KPIs, long-term 

funding

Engagement & community 

focus

First marine trial

Opportunities
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www.solentseascape.com

rosalie@bluemarinefoundation.com

@solentseascape 

Rosalie Wright

THANK YOU

Credit: Shaun Roster
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Slido for extra questions
QR code or www.slido.com

Code: 4741966
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