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Queering as a Regenerative Pathway in 
Nature

Jasmine Isa Qureshi (they/she)



REGENERATIVE?
RESTORATIVE?

SYSTEM CHANGE?
WHY?

DECOLONISATION?

WHY?

INCLUSION?

FLUIDITY?

QUEERING…
WHAT?MECHANISM?

INTERACTION?

DISMANTLING?

SYSTEMIC 
TOXCITIES?

CONSERVATION?

CONTINUATION OF QUESTIONING? REIMAGINATION? RESTRUCTURING?

WHY?

INDIGENOUS?







Now let’s plug all of 
that into ocean 
conservation, coastal 
restoration and marine 
ecology…



@wildheartwithacamera INSTAGRAM
@jazzywildheart.bsky.social BLUESKY
@GoWildForBees TWITTER (x)

Jasmineswildheart.com WEBSITE

WORKSHOPS
SEMINARS
SPOKEN WORD
WRITER
BOOK (on the way)
CONSULTANT

Jasmine (They/Them)
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An analysis of how we make decisions that 
affect the marine environment
Reflections on why we are not achieving our 
environmental goals

Image credit: NE Flickr

Dr. Laura Seddon (she/her) 
Marine Management Organisation

laura.seddon@marinemanagement.org.uk

https://www.flickr.com/photos/naturalengland/51269851413/in/album-72157627990684878/


• Action to combat climate change and its effects

• Improved food security

• Clean water

• Responsible and sustainable consumption and 
production

• Sustainable and inclusive economic growth

• Resilient communities

• Biologically diverse seas

• Clean and renewable energy

• Greater social justice and equality

international, national and local scales

2030
Environmental goals and objectives



Why consider decision-making?



Understanding the Marine Decision-Making Landscape



A nested governance structure

Collaboration and diversity in 
knowledge, interests, and 

perspectives

Accessible, transparent and 
shared evidence base

Inclusivity, empowerment, and 
ownershipEquitable sharing of benefits/ trade-offs

Monitoring, iterative feedback, 
and evaluation

Flexible and adaptive

Ecological, social and economic parameters 

Spatial and temporal scale

Protection/ conservation of biodiversity and associated 
benefits

National objectives and local priorities 

Cross-border interactions and interdependencies

Legal and institutional frameworks and structures

Sustainable and equitable decision-making

What to consider? How are decisions made?



0.0

0.5

1.0

1.5

2.0

2.5

3.0

Considers ecological, social, and economic
parameters

Consideration of spatial and temporal scale

Collaborative partnership representing diversity in
interests, knowledge, and perspectives

Protection/ conservation of biodiversity and
associated benefits

Multi-level and multi-scale governance structures/
institutional framework

Cross-border interactions and interdependencies

Towards sustainable and equitable decision-making

Idealised decision

Current decisions 
(average)

A comparison of key 
characteristics of 

sustainable and 
equitable decision-

making between 
catalogued decisions 

and an idealised 
approach



Thanks for listening!
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Ruth Williams – The Wildlife Trusts



Blue carbon is simply the term for carbon captured and stored by marine 
plants, animals and habitats. 







Partnership Project 

Project Partners: The Wildlife Trust, WWF & RSPB

Management: Bex Lynam and Dani Clifford TWT

Research: SAMS (with MBA and Uni of St Andrews)

Expert Advisors: Prof. Dan Laffoley & Prof. John Baxter

Advisory Group: Independent advisors, Environment 
Agency, MMO, Natural England, JNCC, Country 
representatives (from Welsh Government, IoM 
Government, DAERA, NatureScot, Marine Scotland), TCE 
& TCE Scotland

© Paul Naylor



How did we do it?

• Comprehensive inventory of all blue carbon 
habitats across UK’s and Isle of Man EEZ. 

• Mapped the extent and distribution of all blue 
carbon habitats.

• Assessed the quantity of C stored in each.

• Assessed the average sequestration rate / year 
in each.



How much is down there?

• First country in the world to map its blue carbon habitats. ​

• 244 million tonnes of organic carbon stored in top 10cm 

of seabed.  ​

• Over 98% in seabed sediments ​.

• 885,000 kms2 – over 3x the size of the UK’s land mass.

• Up to 13 million tonnes of organic carbon added annually 

to sediment stores – about 3x as much as UK forests.





• Coastal vegetated habitats (kelp, seagrass beds 
and saltmarshes) cover just 1% of UK seas but 
contain 1.7% of organic carbon.  

• 286 000 tC/yr particulate organic carbon. 60% 
of this is in saltmarsh.

• Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) contain 43% 
of the organic carbon.





Better management of Marine Protected Areas 

• All MPAs are protected from destructive activities 
that damage blue carbon.

• Account for both carbon and biodiversity in 
designating new protected areas. 

© Paul Naylor

What needs to change?



Improved strategic planning of activities in 
UK seas 

• Consider blue carbon in UK marine plans. 

• Minimise the impacts of fishing and 
developments by undertaking blue carbon 
impact assessments. 

• Transition fishing industries away from 
activities that damage the seabed. 



More investment and research on 
protecting blue carbon 

• Allocate funding to restore habitats 
including seagrass beds and saltmarshes. 

• Support research and monitoring of blue 
carbon dynamics. 

• Add seagrass and saltmarsh to the 
Greenhouse Gas Registry.  



© Paul Naylor

Take homes….

• Read and share reports - on our blue carbon 
web page.

• Mud is GREAT and a huge carbon store.

• MPAs contain 43% of the organic carbon but 

most is unprotected as not a feature.

• MPAs need to protect carbon as well as 

biodiversity.

• Include blue carbon in marine planning to 

avoid or minimise impacts.

• Learn more to fill in the gaps in knowledge.

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/blue-carbon
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/blue-carbon


Can we achieve well-
managed and restored 

marine and coastal 
seascapes by 2030? 

OCEAN ACTION IS 
CLIMATE ACTION! 

Thank you
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Towards Northern 
Ireland’s Ocean Recovery

From Policy to Practical 
Marine Conservation​

30th January 2025​
Robert Walsh – NIMTF Officer​
Coastal Futures 2025​



WORKING GROUP

STEERING GROUP





Current Status of marine 
environment in NI

• 12th worst out of 240 regions for biodiversity loss

• 38% designated -> <10% actively managed*

• History of political instability

• NIMTF has a 'Marine Vision' for Ocean Recovery

*NISRA NI Environmental Statistics Report 2023



• Management Plans

• Transparent 
assessment

• Finalise proposed 
SPAs

• Enforcement

Relevant Policy: MPA 
Strategy Review (2024)

DAERA

Vision: Recovering Biodiversity



Relevant Policy: 
Elasmobranch 
Conservation 

Strategy (2024)

Relevant Policy: 
Seabird Conservation 

Strategy and Action 
Plan (2024)



Relevant Policy: Fisheries 
Management Plans

Oceana

Vision: Sustainable Fisheries



"Partnership working 
will be key "



Vision: Sustainable 
Development at Sea

Relevant Policy: 
Draft NI Marine Plan

Relevant Policy: Draft 
Offshore Renewable 
Energy Action Plan



Vision: Climate Action

Relevant Policy: Blue Carbon 
Action Plan (2024)

Relevant Policy: NI Climate 
Change Adaptation Programme – 

Round 3 (2024)

Relevant Policy: Climate 
Change (NI) Act 2022



Vision: Raising Voices

Local People Local Voices Local Action



Vision: Raising Voices



Achieving Impact

Engagement Awareness Questions put to Minister



Native Oyster Nurseries Restoration

LIFE Raft – Invasive Non-Native 
Invasive Species Eradication

Coastal Adaptation and Management

Saltmarsh Restoration and the Big 
Brent Weekend

Member Action

Health, Oceans and Communities



Politicians

Departments

CommunitiesIndustries

Members

Action



What we need now

Urgent Action Dedicated 
Funding

Political 
Leadership

Public 
Ownership

Cross-Sector 
Approach

Transboundary 
Approach 



Thank you!

robert.walsh@nimtf.org
@NIMTF
www.nimtf.org

mailto:robert.walsh@nimtf.org
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• WWT investigated the potential of 

restoring 100,000 hectares of 

wetlands around the UK and 

mapped saltmarsh potential

• We found 170,000 hectares of 

suitable land – our first goal is to 

restore 22,000

• This is the first step – and likely 

the easiest



• Land availability 

• Infrastructure

• What's already there

• Awareness of SMPs

• Data and permissions

• Community perceptions



• The Saltmarsh Carbon Code 

could signal a sea change in 

funding opportunities

• Make saltmarsh an investable 

proposition by valuing the full 

range of benefits it brings

• Investigate opportunities for 

bundling and stacking benefits



• Keep testing, learning and 

sharing our findings together

• We need funding solutions 

and incentives for landowners

• We will talk about saltmarsh 

superpowers, and we need 

you to as well 



saltmarshsolutions@wwt.org.uk 

mailto:saltmarshsolutions@wwt.org.uk
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